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Controversy over Current Issues

The Complex Moral Attributes of Egoism: An
Analysis of the Dichotomy between the Selfish
and the Altruistic in Western Academic Circles

Liu Qingping

Abstract: Western academic circles have fallen into a paradox on the issue of egoism because they have set up
a conceptually incompatible dichotomy between the selfish and the altruistic. Some scholars regard egoism as
a direct manifestation of human nature of pursuing self-interest according to the so-called natural law and take
it as the sole ethical position based on “natural human nature” and “rationality.” They even regard altruism as
“irrational,” exclude it from “natural human nature” and deny any possibility of treating altruism as an ethical
position. In contrast, some other scholars often regard egoism itself as totally “immoral” when they contrast it
sharply with noble, lofty altruism in virtue of the standard of justice and “no harm to any others.” However, if we
carefully examine the three subtly distinct but closely related concepts of self-interest, the selfish, and the altruistic
from the perspective of natural description, we will find that one’s nature of pursuing self-interest may lead to
pursue not only self-interest that benefits oneself alone and thus desired by oneself alone, but also self-interest that
benefits other people and yet also desired by oneself. For this reason, one may form mutually compatible selfish
and altruistic motives at the same time when in the desire to pursue the good but avoid the evil and then could give
these different motives different weights when they come into conflict with each other in real life. By the human
logic of taking the important and leaving aside the rest, one may make either egoist choices that put one’s own
interests above those of others or altruistic choices that put the interests of others above those of one's own. In this
regard, egoism as a specific form of manifestation of humans’ nature of self-interest pursuit cannot exclude the
existence of altruism as another specific form of manifestation of the same nature of self-interest pursuit. If we look
from the perspective of the normative justice standard of “no harm to any others,” we may see that egoist acts may
become either morally wrong precisely because they violate this bottom line of justice or morally right precisely
because they meet this bottom line of justice. As a result, we have no reason to label all egoist acts as “morally
wrong” without differentiation. Rather, we should follow the bottom line of justice “no harm to any others” and
specifically and concretely reveal the complex moral attributes of these egoist acts in real life interpersonal conflict.
Therefore, no matter whether in the dimension of natural description or in the dimension of normative judgment,
the dichotomy between the selfish and the altruistic on the issue of egoism contains serious one-sided distortions

and is thus untenable.
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T3] T —fBME, E2 4R IR ARSZ B TY 77 2405 3 i Al a8 A e A

SR, ABELAERESEE /R E “Fie” B “Fif” MmN 2R ERUTFRLETT
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Tk, EmMEAEE RS HERAMMTE EAMHAR. WK, BT EEMRENRL, &
HMREBEERELEMATEN, AR “BF” B ‘A" EmEESHEOERNEREL: 1R
BRI REEEKEERE LM ‘HARFRBEC” M, “‘BF7 HIRESEASYERERZ
BELEAN “BHEE (BAEE) " mERERE, ETPXRAEFEASTFERBCEREA
FITES BRI RDY, #aE CR R AR FT ISR EABERMY, MW eE Do, Wl
HORBL, #BRACHERE, BERECHER. UL, EEEXR, FHIEIEAE HER M
Ay “HEDAF BENNEE—FESBEK.

ERELER, AAFRNRAEREAMFEIBERT “BF” 8 “FIg” (&2, X7k
UL BN A% ) — O ST R R T — &SRR BEA LIS IREER BRI AREMAMEEMHEECH
ME B, MPIRATREAERAMMAOEIR, HaRA ERXRHR T AR 88 O F A R
FERORT. £ETH, HAALTHERT2YERAHNENN (T. Hobbes 1588—1679) #RHEET
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LM ERE—ERE LR T AASEHEESREYN “BRAE" T. A, EREXREER
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MBS, MACERE—EHMMRE S S ERE S ; Bk, “HRE - BEAMAE
MECRERH R E CETRAFINENE" | FTI A F M AE) 8 LR TR 8 T &7
MW, HRREERBEMENFICER, UBANGE “RER S IER S A A e s
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WPGH “BF|” (self-interested) ZA4E, MHFBAE T BT EEALAFRE SAEMA
FERMIFRVE SR B C RN BIAIEREY “FIE”  (selfish) Eii%, 3 T HELAF b
AR ERHEE AR, FiLE BRI ERIERE “Fifb”  (altruistic) B, Ar
PA, EGRTEFI B BF b BB 2 ), AT BRI Ry A BRI M A BN 2 [, EBAFELEDY
T 24 Lm0 0 B A RS LR A AT R K K — o i, #Em =gz HE
FHE R B f R e IR R E B EAEMM EIHE, REEETAREE LN “BRNE" .
MEBEEE LS, AR “HF” “Fg” “Fift” Z@EESEROFR - EERML AR
NAESL B R, IFHAT 2N AHEEMERASHTLEAMIBRE —3k. EER4AWHE
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FRRFGZE BEMN MR, FRA KL T2SEERF OB, FERL, FitE:RmE
RBEFERARERAMETMANFZEAEECHRZE, HETET “BEAMER" BEE]; Br
L, IR AMESREAEPMHE A ERe8E, bl ‘A" EEREER “BRAE" 8
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REHFBBIRE, FREF A EECA R T WA A B8 AT 7T Rt .
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iRz, fmE—PHEE T —EIELIN A EZIR: HE-RMALRT “HC” MARRS
KETRA, A TRRFLERT “MUA” WAZKBEETR. 87, ERAWEER
BERE, EMEmRARENEE CRSERHIN: THRELR “BCBE” ERMWATNE
), BEHNARMA RS “HRE" WA CHEERE R MRMTRA, BEERER
FRAGTE B A T F R G R A OB, I BERF D R B RS A R R R AR
EHEMAGHFEAFMMTRE? M52, IEE—FEAREREHECHEREER TFCYEBN
MEHER AT RAEIT , AP A A b F B R S et i B A B E A TR S E T
B, R, Ef A2 UAERRE CHERTEEMNCZENRMES B CERAERD
AR IR, tiBFE H CROER S EEMMZ BER KRR AR B DR R, i AR 8E
BEREMTRMUER. LR, REGHERFZIAEE, HACAMN, ABRXFESR
AR B REA = ERIH I, FORFT UM b B B — B N B S E 2 R BB A AT
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HE bR R DASE 2 HE R RTE B A A0 TR b IR R 4T 7 284t B 18 B 2 B b A L A P A )
B, RmEmE AR 8. RET, MA-TH L EMREREAMLR . FICRAME
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M ANHIRIZET o
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ANBEW W FE L 2 EEEE A R, st S, 4t B A T2 o6 & 5250 OB A9 T2 AT
WHERA—BA), RARAEME R &R AN T 2R, WRBRENEREFAER
TERMENERERFE. LIERRAMHBROFANCHBI#® K, T2efa8SRENERA
P, NSRBI RE AT R L BB AT AR A IR “gl A E A RBE" BN
AR, R, AEEH, —THEESR “HE2AHFAZ ANETF , A TEOWEES “FE2A
HAZAMME" |, MEZHEBRP R THHMER, REXHECHMEE R MLms,
OHEF B ERERER TG B B A BB TN TRENE, HORERR R 7N 18 R PUR S E iR
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WRT, Bk “FIC” BMASMNTROATEMSE & “E8" B £5, WEAFWREM
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P, AR RAHE(EESN “EENR RBEARE, XHRATHREN FEGR B
H: EEANRERTHCEANMNCZE, ARERBRACOURKAOANMBZE,; K2, EFA
WMRERTHEEKNFIMbZE, NRERBECEERNFCZE. BRTREZNHAE,
e —EAREWENCZE (NRAZERFIEZE) HEEROEE 8, —M@AERERE
CZERFMEZ 3 HBLE R AR, AR AR B S — R “ERRT , SR
PR B 2 3 B A {2 72 B Y E R (AR 7 77 B4 57 S sl e & BRI R/ D)
SR B O IERERES. REFEACHMERA THRANTZ, AR THIAMOZEAR
Rtz EmEMAZIRE —Eie “FIEER" ; KERFEMANFRFERT BECH
Mz, RERTEHEMNzENMEERANC2EMFECZIBF —EHRE “FlbEE" . Fr
LA, f 27 U 8 A A B AR B A R R R MR T 2R “BE e, B
RORRAER H I EME R B MMM CERE S,

wEEB AR, OEMNCEREAMN G P AL PHRLT B H R T RN ER M ERAOH
R, EEm LW AERT, EOESUT=ERR.

B, #REEEE LR, EBRN T EAEERLARF CEMM 2 MATIRGHHE
R R TR, SRR A B, S EE AW AE TN B REE KA
KT H#EBES LN EAHEE, ARNMEBREE T WE SRR T, W ERRdL —ERET
TEHEZHEAMERD, FREUZRMFHNEUTRABZT AU ENBEERERE: HLE2RD
SR fh e ER B EARAY, ABEF AR E LR OB, A oE AR MBI,
B2 8B A T RETY AR AT AR5 RO B B A R0 2

B, RN CHEMN B ZHAEHEHERENRAE, CHEFCEREREMNMEZBNFRTE
T EEAMAES” KRR, P EERER ERRET . WETAA, WEEEER, AM
BE “Res” HECHAM RERRMMEANFEZ EEHACEHORE, b “BH7 BHEANR
HERPRECHMZZ BB b ERAERE. L, WRRACSERN “BE FEER g
w77 AR, MfbERA BET AREAEER “REHT THAOESE. EREARES
IR ST BRAREERAT CEET , RIS LR BN TR R B A LB R R, R
HEEHCE#RMACZER, EREAEHCERMAMZE EEMEER LR, HLH0H
MOERPERER T ET MBI T REFE, SOEMNC F 3] S0 7T 6E TP I #EE LA
AR AR T .
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B, EBREME, HOMA D FRIEHE EEANER” WERIEREE 7 RMBI#AY
HEAGAWRR, CHCREBRKBIETTIEE ‘& B “BY MNRSEEER, £ LifH
P B SRR A A A R T AR R A BRI “RES” M AT ER
AEE, K “GEMT A ERORE, BAMSAMBEFBEENREERT “BHBA
W W “ANEET Ay, IR EEAWRAEST MIEAl, AMEBEAR EET EE ‘R
SRNE” U A MR CFRBRE, 8 ARE” GER “HAAET MH AL MR
FHRRE, FHEH, ESEVYRAMAEAHEAEBENERABRA -, MHERX (F. W.
Nietzsche, 1844—1900) M FiAMFAERME SO REMTFEYN: “WAEMREH. @R &
T BUEMTRERE ERE AE W, AREGE FERN TELHERMA A REE S HAD
BT, " MEz, —HARBT AEEMKR “GEH” RBFCEBZNARE, AR T HDMERE
BEMAFIZEBEH RBEHEF EBE” HE KEHE NT. RE, FAMEER—FEE
KRR OEF CF5, SMARB WA AR T A B E R MR 8
HEHERT o

HE—REE, HATENARRES EEAEHAERN “MAFICEE" (personal
egoism) [N A R FFHERROAEEZ LA, IR ENEARE “RAASEH A {EE
HOM&AFE, P ERMEHMAEETEER” 2, MABAUE - ABHOWERET MK
JE4F (D. Parfit, 1942—2017) B2 B “EHFA TR MHE@EE TR, “—EEENTEE
BERTECHAGLUESE LOHE, KM AERMTHERMNAESREN. ” OBEHRRK,
AEBFR CERER A RKER L S EEME @ EREN AR A, WHFEBER A
FBEFTREFE A CEIAS . bW REFE R B M ARE H, fHH AMEHEHER P O[KRE R S M
B A RN T, R B R N PR A AN T R 4 A I TE A R, TR R — BRI A
FERIEE. MRS THER RERBFSKA AR WHETR, HIREEGE T
FMh B M E R EEF RO EREGEN A EENE, CRERBEEE LB SEAMR 5
W RTHCHFA iR AR ZE A D ERHFRT .

= MoERMEARAMEREMN

EHARW T EETEAEEN D EENRKE, Bl EAEEE iU “ERVeENCDE
" (individual ethical egoism) H8 “EiRAYRIEFICFEZE” (universal ethical egoism) [E&4-Bd
K, BETENERFERE “GEAGSEERERNERFILR" , BENERFEARZ “GHEAH
FEEEER CRAF, I ERIMASAHEROALE" « OFR, EEERRERENE N
B, —REBEREGAEERRLE T, &M@ AESE T V8724 A R A AR
S ARAAYEBRMNERER. £—, EHEAER, BPFRAREFREFEBAO/ERD
FHIFH], BRHMEREMATAASREESE HEEME S —@ANRAFZ, ¥ EEHRRKFE
MR EE. SR, EEMRNACERMEMM R IR, EHAHENRE, RECOH
Hza B E AR HEMANAE. £, TRENAEACETREE LML ER N FEAMEEN T
HEAENEESREEELR, FTREEASES2NEER SRS, 9o E A EMEA
EagM N F R AN A2, MEWETETE, Wil EMARE AR B, mEBEE S th
TR0 N\ B B Al 8 b B2 LD R T R B AR OR, BRI B 2R IR EE R T 5 O 7R L Bl
R CEZBOETRER: BR “AABCD, Xek#i” |, RE T B SR Bt A7

@ [EEFR: «GREEMHEy (bE: £5F -8 - FPO=HESE, 1992) , B4 &, $55H.
@@ BHEH: «HR. o NLEE —EETSER> |, B, $2—93H.
@ FEHEER - IFERF: «GEREA» (B¥: RESESCHREE, 2005) , EFE R, H281H.
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AL ERRERARFMERNEHE D, FERR RUEN AT EEERE 15
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EARLLRENS B B LMEM A R O AFR B GHA” |, B—HHX “WESERR AR
MEE O EMESEN A" . OFME (I Kant, 1724—1804) B, AR THCOREERMNT &
BT A, MARAYER G FEBIGRZIINAMGEST, EaRMERIRHT OB, I
AEAHEFAEEFE. @M A% (A. Schopenhauer, 1788—1860) HE—HFHR, At “HBEMAE
27 PRI CAREE “ATENT ) EFMMEE AR S, AT S0 B LA R TR 6 B
BHE, FU “AFEAFCHEEREFHN—ETRETAFEERENELE, - FloF%&
HATRMEAEEASEEEERRG. EEEETERRRA T EEAERETREERT
B ABIFIZE” o OREGT, KEMEEAZFUGSEBC B AZIEEGENHLT, W
B4AETHEEFNCEENERARMENETERE, AR ELEREE “ATEAN” WOE
WMEER: KERTHOHNFZERAREBMEAZIGEE, EARERNEERN “B () AFT”
e FAEE, @EEFFACEZRFAIMAMEF SRR, BCEBRTWH SIS ER AT
Mz PHMERAFEEDIZRC IR (FABMEAEREEREAET) , BMEMMED
ZETHAZEEA—FHRRENANCERTRAGE, WHBEECZIHENEBEREREDN
FFREFEEN —EEMENFERERY: SENAEF S FRETEE—FEER LN EE,
BUAERBAMEREAFHERETHMEFER. A2, EAEEARRAR T EEY
ET7 BS/AMNT ‘HfMGE (EE) 7 ‘BRAET ZBEWNERERK, AERETHGAERA:
LREABEFRESHEAGENNSE “BRAN" EERESAMBESENRES, MEEHA
BEAGR B “HEREMBRE HEMRKE, DBEEXSHANGRF CERE HOENIT
ARAEES, MEBAMEHOWME “EE” & %7 ME?

A EREEER T HAIESMIERE S R, Vi 2N R E AR e
W, REEERLER “HAANE WA cERMNLE BE (A, SFHE%E) 7 MHOERRE
fil, USRBFEREAAAEFHEN EHEBYE, EREMENEREEERUTHLEERS, ARE
HARETEEE AREEHY WaEE, “HE” H EBE ENTERERZETHEER
AHARNEAT, U “EEEL” SR TETTITREENEEREH. L, ENHER
AR GENGMASGEARR %, EEMETHICE IR A G575 058 0 78 i
ZE, ERET —HEBARGEFES BN E AR, DB LR ELEEMBM, W AEL
FAEHERRLSOFICEN, MHRAERLESE. #3. CESRHESEYE. OFEEERARY
AR, UBZHFREMH (3. Rawls, 1921—2002) FEHRF IERAEE ARG, KA
SR AMTE JEARRR” FEMBMTE . A AFR A RERASE “FoEE”
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