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Abstract: There have been four kinds of world consciousness in Chinese contemporary literary theory over the
past seven decades after the founding of New China. From the 1950s to the 70s, Chinese literary critics accepted
a world consciousness of bipolar confrontation, by which the world was divided into two camps of socialism and
capitalism, with the class theory as its theoretical foundation. Since the 1980s, three kinds of world consciousness
have come into being: the world of reconciliation, the world of multi-cultures and the world of community. The
world consciousness of reconciliation was formed in the early 1980s, when the policy of reform and openness
enabled Chinese literary critics to see the tremendous changes the world had undergone over the past and see
the gap between China and the world. They hoped that China could integrate itself into the world and catch up
with the pace of world development. Therefore, "the world of reconciliation” showed an open, worldly outlook
held by Chinese scholars. They tried to connect traditional Chinese culture with Western literary theories and
integrate Chinese literary theory into a greater scholarly arena. Naturally, there also occurred the idea of equating
the West with the world and mechanically using Western literary theory to dissect its Chinese counterpart. In
the 1990s, Chinese literary theorists realized that the world was made up of different ethnicities and different
cultures and different cultures should treat each other equally and coexist peacefully, with respect for cultural
differences. In a multicultural world, different cultures should observe the principle of "harmony in diversity” and
should not use some strength to replace or dissolve other cultures. Over the last decade, when discussing world
literature and cosmopolitanism, Chinese literary theorists have formed the world consciousness of community,
regarding all humanity as a community with a shared future. As different cultures are engaged in the course of
communication, dialogue and integration, they go through thick and thin and share weal and woe; no member
of the community shall, for its own interests, do harm to the interests of the community or to those of other
members. Rather, they should benefit by cooperating with other members and by working in the community. If
the four kinds of world consciousness are put together, it is clear that the world of bipolar confrontation and the
world of reconciliation are two different solutions to the same problem. It is a question of how to be integrated into
the world. The world consciousness of multi-cultures and that of community are dialogues on how to integrate into
the world. In the study of Chinese literary theory, different kinds of world consciousness directly affect the attitude
towards foreign theories and affect the style and depth of literary theory research. Only by choosing communication
and dialogue with other nations and by stepping out of the closed space of a self-centered culture can we develop
ourselves by understanding other cultures and absorbing their beneficial elements. While we develop ourselves, we
can gain respect of other cultures by providing them with the elements they need, and this enables us to achieve a

place we deserve in an increasingly harmonious global culture.
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