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The Appearance of Pre-Qin Diplomatic Language

and Its Significance in Article Studies
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Abstract: Ciling or Ciming referred to appropriate verbal response by emissaries on diplomatic occasions during
the pre-Qin period. Such verbal response was produced mainly in four different ways. First, the emissaries received
both the order and text from the impenal court. The court had officials who wrote the diplomatic texts. These
officials were either working under a chairing official or working after being appointed by the court. The example for
the latter was the State of Zheng under Zichan, in which the court chose by ability those who wrote diplomatic texts.
Another example was the State of Chu, where there was a man named Guan Yifu, who was regarded as a national
treasure because of his good skills of writing diplomatic texts. Second, the emissaries received the court order, but
not the text. In this situation, the emissaries had to respond immediately in accordance with the interests of the
court and the nation. As a result, they became the writers of the diplomatic texts. Confucius once criticized some
emissaries for being sent to many states without being able to make immediate and flexible response on diplomatic
occasions. Third, an individual’s success in speech resulted from reading the mind of the superior. Scholars of the
Spring-and-Autumn and the Warring- States Periods travelled from state to state in search of opportunities to be
appointed positions of officialdom. They succeeded by relying on their rhetorical skills to impress the monarchs.
Such skills partly had to do with the accumulation of knowledge from books and partly had to do with being able
to read the mind of the audience and put forth proposals the monarch was willing to accept. A case in point was Su
Qin, whose initial failure and later success both had to do with the amount of homework he did in reading and in
reading the monarch’s mind. Fourth, individuals practiced the writing of the court speech on non-official occasions.
The most important thing with reading the mind of the monarch was the good preparation of the speech after
knowing the target audience. When good speeches led to fame and wealth and reading the mind of the monarch
became a popular rhetoric strategy, some people drafted such speeches for scholars to imitate and practice, and
they supplied these samples and designed various practice situations and practice responsive speeches. These
people were not involved in the events concerning the texts and speeches. They only provided ideas and materials
to help scholars respond on various occasions, These ideas and materials can be seen as literature in the modern
sense. From the four ways by which rhetorical texts were generated, it is clear that the writing of ancient Chinese
articles went through stages of evolution, from collective writing to individual writing, from formulaic to practical,
from emphasis on self-expression to that on persuation of the audience, and from practical expression to literary

expression.
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