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Towards the Harmony between the Humanity and
Heaven: A New Vision beyond the “Heaven-Man
Unity”and “Subject-Object Dichotomy”

Jiang Chang

Abstract: The “heaven-man unity” is the oldest idea in China. It emphasizes the connection between the heaven
and humanity and pursues the natural harmony between nature and human beings. Although there is no clear
expression of harmony between nature and humanity in traditional Western cultures, by attaching importance
to the pursuit of the principle and ultimate reality of all things in the world, it in fact also emphasizes the unity
and harmony of the universe. Although both China's idea of “unity between the heaven and humanity” and the
concept of “cosmic unity” of traditional Western cultures lay stress on the harmony of all things in the universe,
both of them ignore the role of humans as the subject and master in the construction of the harmony of all things
in the universe. The rise and development of modern market economy prom“subject-object dichotomy” came
into being. This idea highlights the subjectivity and activity of human beings through the dichotomy between self
and the world and between subject and object, and therefore, it lays an ideological foundation for the modern
West to recognize, utilize and conquer nature with human beings as the subject. The relationship of the natural
environment (both the celestial system and ecosystem) with humanity was originally harmonious, but today it
has been seriously damaged. Therefore, building harmony between nature and humanity has become a major
issue today that affects humanity’s survival and downfall. When humans regard themselves as the subject and
construct their harmony with nature accordingly, the harmony thus constructed would be different from the
harmony between nature and humanity in the traditional sense. The new harmony between nature and humanity
serves humanity and is created by humanity. It is the harmony between the social system, ecological system and
celestial system. It is the harmony between humanity and ecology, between humanity and the celestial body,
between ecology and the celestial body. It is the harmony of the sun, earth and moon system, with humanity
at the center. It is the harmony that transcends traditional “heaven-man unity” and “subject-object dichotomy”
because it both serves as the premise of universal and lasting eudemonia of humanity and takes such eudemonia
as its own premise. Human beings can only create and enjoy eudemonia in the course of constructing the
harmony between the humanity and heaven. Therefore, human beings must take the responsibility as masters in
solving ecological problems, actively constructing new, natural harmony and the harmony between nature and
humanity, and organically integrating the construction of “man-heaven harmony” with the creation of human

eudemonia so as to pursue the realization of universal and sustainable human eudemonia in the future.
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