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Exclusive Comments

From Calling Itself “China” To Being Incorporated into
“Orthodoxy’: The History of Jinin China s Official History

Cheng Nina

Abstract: The history put down in writing of the Jin Dynasty began with Jurchen’s recording of the history of
their ancestors. At the beginning of Jin Dynasty, the Jurchen aristocrats used the newly created Jurchen characters
to record the ancestral deeds orally handed down by their own people, and this set a precedence of a Northern
dynasty entering into the Central Plains but not comparing its ancestors with the ancestors of Yandi and Huangdi.
After the reform by Emperor Xizong and Emperor Hailing, the Jin Dynasty called itself “China” and looked itself
as “orthodox”, and it followed the Chinese dynasties’ tradition of compiling official history. In the ten volumes of
the historical records of the Jin Dynasty, besides the records of seven Jurchen emperors, there were also one titled
Record of Ancestors and two records of the emperor’s father, which provided important historical sources for the
historians of the Yuan Dynasty to break with the tradition of official history and compile Shiji and Shiji Supplement
by following the practice of the Jin records. After the downfall of the Jin Dynasty, believing in “recording
history even after the death of the country”, such adherents of Jin as Yuan Haowen, Wang E and Liu Qi took
the administration of history recording as their responsibility and made efforts to collect materials and recorded
what they had heard and seen, and their work laid a good foundation for the compilation of the late Jin history.
The view of Jin and Yuan as “orthodox” came down in a continuous line. From the establishment of the Imperial
Academy of National History to start compiling The History of Jin at the imperial edict in the second year of the
Zhongtong in the Yuan Shizu, to the completion of the history book by the fourth year of Zhizheng in Shundi,
the project lasted for more than eighty years. The compiling of The History of Jin in Mongolian- Yuan was in line
with the tradition of recording the official history, and the inclusion of The History of Jin in China's official history
books marked the inclusion of Jurchen’s Jin Dynasty in the geneaology of China's orthodox dynasties. The project
of compiling The History of Jin took over eighty years because it was delayed by the frequent political turmoil
during the Mongolian Yuan Dynasty. Another explanation, however, was put forth by Yang Weizhen, who wrote
towards the end of the Yuan Dynasty that the compilation of Liao, Song and Jin history books had been delayed
for a long time because of the on-going debate on the orthodoxy of these dynasties. This view was supported
by Ming Dynasty neo-Confucianists and was thus passed on for several hundreds of years; even to this day, it 1s
almost unanimously accepted. Indeed, during the mid- and late Yuan Dynasty, especially when Emperor Shun
began to establish the institution to write the history of these dynasties, the debate on “orthodoxy”did have some
impact in the royal court. In the end, however, the chief executive of the three history books Tuotuo himself
decided on the orthodoxy of the three dynasties, and this decision did not disturb the Mongolian emperor,
From the perspective of the Mongolian monarch and his ministers in the Yuan Dynasty, Liao and Jin Dynasties
as Northern dynasties had the same orthodox status as the Song Dynasty, while Mongolian-Yuan itself naturally

inherited this status of orthodoxy as it had unified the North and South dynasties.
Keywords: the history of Jin, historical source, debate on orthodoxy, edition
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