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Time Consciousness in Social Governance
Zhang Kangzhi

Abstract: The acceleration of social operations and social changes has led to the scarcity of time resources. At
the same time, the lack of the consciousness of time in social governance is also one of reasons for the scarcity of
time. From the perspective of the structure of time, people see two kinds of time: one is natural time; the other
1s social time, Social time is the time for people to develop and use. It comes from the transformation of natural
time and is a very important resource. In the use and management of time, people have been employing many
strategies for the development and utilization of time resources so as to put the value of time resources to better
and better use. Although the generation of social time is as old as human history, people’s time consciousness
began to be awakened roughly in the course of industrialization. It is in the course of industrialization that as
systems of division-collaboration emerged, so did the development and utilization of time resources. However,
the acceleration of social operation and social changes has led to the scarcity of time resources, and such scarcity
has in turn continuously prompted people to strive to improve the development of time resources through
engineering and social technologies, thus entering a process of upward cycling between the development and
scarcity of time resources. The scarcity of time resources constantly strengthens people's time consciousness. If
in the past few hundred years, it was mainly the private sector that directed much attention to the development
and utilization of time resources and if the public sector took measures only in response to the calling of
the private sector, today, in an era when time resources are increasingly scarce, the public sector should also
actively develop and utilize time resources. This new situation requires that social governance develop and
raise time consciousness, fully recognizing the importance of time resources and recognizing that social time
1s functionalized time. With the acceleration of social operation and social changes, in a society that is highly
complex and highly indeterminate, it is required that social administrators voluntarily and actively arrange
matters of social governance according to the functions of social time, Moreover, this should be an important
path of social governance innovation in the current era, and it should also become an important dimension of
conscious reform actions. Under the guidance of such social time consciousness, therefore, we may seek a new

way of reconstructing models of social governance.
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