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Abstract: In the discussion of religious communication and the cultural exchange between the East and the
West, the spread and evolution of the Icon do not attract as much attention as the development and evolution
of the mission strategy and method. In fact, the production and use of the Icon has always been an important
medium in the mission work, with a richer, more vivid and interesting content than the use of literate texts. After
the 16th century, there were four main types of images of the Madonna and Child in East Asia: Our Lady in the
Apocalypse, Our Lady of Mercy, Our Lady of Rosary and Our Lady of 8t. Luca. Among them, because of the
special admiration of the Jesuits, the Our Lady of 8t. Luca became the most popular and far-reaching icon of all.
From the perspective of images, the main opponents of the Madonna in the East were of course the Guanyin in
Buddhist art and the Mazu image belonging to the Taoist system, or the more secular and popularized “child-
giving Guanyin.” As an illustration of the doctrine and faith, the pattern and production of the icon were strictly
regulated, and the processing and detailing of the images must also be consistent with the theological teachings.
However, because these images were highly similar in pattern to one another, we see an interesting phenomenon
that both the missionaries as evangelists and the ordinary civilians as converts had misunderstandings when they
first faced the icon from a foreign land. What is even more interesting was that due to the ubiquitous situational
pressure, even though the two sides that had a good knowledge of the pagan images and their meanings, they
eventually had to adjust the production and use of the portraits, thus resulting in subtle changes of the portraits
of the icon. The evolution of the icon’s pattern involved a variety of factors. Given the specific social and political
environment, the producers and users of the portraits of the icon often had to change the icon’s exterior for
various reasons to avoid the unbearable external pressures. Today, although great changes have happened, the
pressures from the cultural and traditional context still exist. As a result, these pressures still force the producers
of the icon to make many sometimes-bold but always self-initiated re-adjustments. This also clearly shows that
no matter what clothing the Virgin Mary is wearing and no matter how much the external appearances changes,
she 1s still the Virgin Mary, still holding a special status and playing a special role between God and humans. Of
course, the interpretation of the image still depends on the heart and mind of the viewer, and the producers and
many viewers of the icon are clearly aware of this. Investigating the evolution of the icon and its spread in the
East, while providing a new way of studying the history with the icon and the icon with the history, also establish

an effective point of reference for the establishment of multiculturalism in today's society.
Keywords: Guanyin, Mazu, Madonna, Icon
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