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Abstract: Over more than a hundred years since the late 19th century, Europeans scholars of sinclogy have made
prominent achievements in all of the four sub-disciplines of anthropology, namely, sociocultural anthropology,
linguistics, archaeology and physical anthropology, and in four traditional research areas of sociocultural anthropology,
namely, kinship system, economic anthropology, political anthropology and religious anthropology. Between the late
19th century and early 20th century, Western missionaries and adventurers entered China for various reasons, and
while they were carrying out their mission work or making adventures in China, they collected all sorts of profiles,
which later on became valuable ethnographic documents. Meanwhile, some early anthropologists and ethnologists also
began to pay attention to China. For instance, Taylor and Frazer used Chinese cultural customs in their comparative
studies as shown in their books. Some China-based European scholars such as Bernhard, Andersson and Shirokogorov
conducted distinguished research in Chinese linguistics, archaeology and physical anthropology. On the one hand,
they disseminate the knowledge of anthropology in China. On the other hand, they stimulated the self-strengthening
spiritamong Chinese scholars with strong national consciousness and facilitated the birth and development of Chinese
Anthropology. Between the 19505 and the 1960s, some anthropologists from the Soviet Union came to China, and they
not only provided Chinese colleagues with the Soviet ethnographic ideology, but also enabled themselves to conduct
detailed ethnographic studies in China. After the reform and opening up, many European and American scholars arrived
at China to engage in anthropological investigations on a wide range of topics. The theoretical frameworks also became
varied as theories of anthropology became pluralistic, bringing in perspectives such as gender, power and practice.
Interdisciplinary cooperation also became a new trend. Particularly worth noting was that not only many young Chinese
scholars emerged from China studies of European anthropology, contemporary China studies also became popular in
Mainland China, changing the situation in which China studies had no Chinese participation and making China studies
a field of research with international academic dialogues. Looking back at the development of Chinese anthropology
over the past century or so, the work by European anthropologists provided a model for Chinese scholars. Moreover,
the historical ideological trends of European anthropology underlying their research formed the Furopean tradition of
Chinese Anthropology, which, to be specific, shows up in the influence of classic theory of evolution; ethnography of
the Soviet model which had all-round influence on China’s anthropology, ethnography and archaeology after 1949; the
British functionalist school through the inheritance by Wu Wenzao, Fei Xiaotong and Xu Langguang; the Durkheim
School of France through the inheritance by Yang Kun and Yang Chengzhi.
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