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Appreciating Virtues and Distinctions in Intercultural
Co-Existence: The Intercultural Practice Awareness by
Modern Chinese Aestheticians
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Abstract: When we examine the intercultural practice awareness in the contemporary world, relative arguments
of Chinese modern aestheticians should be suitable cases. Wang Guowei pioneered in introducing Western
aesthetic thoughts by Kant, Schopenhauer, and Nietzsche, and he applied them selt-evidently and confidently
to the analysis of Chinese literary works such as A Dream of Red Mansions. That was based on his belief in the
“world academic” by which intercultural practice is possible between Chinese and Western cultures. Cai Yuanpet
also believed that there could be intercultural practice between Chinese and Western cultures and so, creatively
introduced the Western aesthetic education system and aesthetic thoughts to the modern Chinese education
system. Zhu Guangqian introduced concepts of surrealism and aesthetics from Western aesthetics, also on
the basis of his belief that in modern intercultural practice, they could get along with the Chinese tradition
of the “beauty of speechless”. Zong Baihua believed that the beauty of people from Jin Dynasty was just the
crystallization of the exchange of diverse aesthetic ideas led mainly by Zhuangzi's aesthetics within the Chinese
civilization. He also held that foreign concepts such as “Zeitgeist (the spirit of the time)” and “cultural minds”
from Germany can also help clarify the unique characteristics of Chinese aesthetic tradition and Chinese artistic
minds. Li Zehou realized that the Confucian aesthetics itself was a diverse and symbiotic thought system formed
with the integration of Daoism, Zen and other Chinese civilizations, and thus it constituted the mainstream of
Chinese aesthetics. These ideas of intercultural practice contained in the expression of modern aesthetic thoughts
should bring useful enlightenment to the serious discussion on the diverse symbiosis strategies of the future
Chinese civilization in contemporary conditions, especially in the unprecedented changes that have occurred
over the past century. The new intercultural spectacle of the current and future world has been unfolded and will
continue to develop. In today's era, the appreciation of virtues and distinctions in intercultural co-existence is
needed and it consists of four situations as follows : 1)To misunderstanding, 2)To seeking sympathy, 3)To admit,
4)To identity .
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