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Master Speech

Assitional Comments on the Praise and Blame of

Liu Yong’s Ci-Poetry

Yeh Florence Chia-ying

Abstract: Liu Yong was not only an important poet in the history of Chinese ci-poetry, but also the most
controversial one. The controversy even started in the Song Dynasty, in which he lived. His critics included
Chen Shidao, Wang Bao, Yan Youy1, Yu Wenbao, Zhang Shunmin and so on. They mostly praised Zhou Bangyan
and criticized Liu Yong, especially critical of the ci-poems Liu Yong wrote for Chong Chong, regarding them
as “shallow and vulgar” and even as “obscene words of the boudoir.” His praisers included Huang Chang, Su
Shi, Hu Yin, Zhang Duanyi and so on. They praised Liu Yong’s many ci-poems for their broad and lofty artistic
conception and for their Tang-Dynasty style. Zhou Ji and Zheng Wenzhuo, of the Qing Dynasty, even held
that Liu Yong's ci-poetry was no less than Zhou Bangyan's. Objectively, although Liu Yong’s ci-poems written
for Chong Chong are vulgar from the perspective of the scholar bureaucrats, they are very earthy for such an
unschooled woman as Chong Chong. He wrote many ci-poems for Chong Chong. For instance, in “Ji Xian Bin”,
he wanted to build her a house and marry her formally. This shows that he was much better than poets such
as Ouyang Jiong who did not treat singing-girls as persons and did not have serious feelings for them. Those
poets just had fun with women to meet their own desires. They treated women as tools of entertainment and
satisfaction. In contrast, although Liu Yong's ci-poems were regarded as “vulgar” by some people, the poems
show that he did have true feelings for the woman Chong Chong. Therefore, when we look at Liu Yong's ci-poetry
today, we should not be limited by the ancient people’s praise and blame. We should not only read his so-called
“vulgar” ci-poems such as “Mulan Flowers” and “Dingfengbo”, but also his “elegant” ci-poems with rich and
moving power such as “Eight Voices Ganzhou”, “Feng Gui Yun” and “Buttertfly Loves Flowers”. What's more,
we should also look at his achievements as an official. Although he was not happy with his career as an official,
he did do things of benefit to the people when he was a supervisor of the Xiaofeng salt field in Changguo County
and county magistrate of Yuhang County. Besides, we should also look at his thoughts in his old age. In some
of the lyrics Liu Yong wrote in his later years, he summarized and examined his life in his youthful years. His
ci-poems of this period such as “Youth Tour” and “Q1 Shi” revealed his deep laments. For instance, he lamented
that when life came to autumn, even strange friends were gone as they were all old, no longer having energy to
relate to friends or to drink and listen to songs; however, he did not complete his life, with many regrets left
behind. Therefore, only with an overall understanding and grasp of all aspects of Liu Yong can we give him a fair
appraisal.
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